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Reforming Urban 
Property Tax in 
Punjab
Funded by: International Growth 

Center  

Key Counterpart: Advisor on Tax 

Reform to the Minister of Finance, 

Government of Pakistan; Secretary, 

Excise and Taxation, Government of 

Punjab

Impact: The principal author of the 

brief, Dr. Ijaz Nabi, was appointed 

member of the Punjab Chief Minister's 

task force that was set up to design the 

property tax reform. He provided 

hands on technical assistance to the 

task force throughout this period. This 

write up, in part, reflects the workings 

of the task force and the evolution of 

the property tax reform. 

This policy brief is based on a report “Reforming the Urban 
Property Tax in Pakistan's Punjab” by Dr. Ijaz Nabi (IGC and 
CDPR) and Hina Shaikh (IGC) and has been written by the 
authors.
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Ÿ Property tax collection in the Punjab is roughly a fifth of 

the level of comparable countries both in terms of the 

proportion of total local revenues and as share of GDP.

Ÿ Efficiently designed and properly administered, it can 

help improve the overall national tax to GDP ratio, 

currently at a low 10.5%, and enable the government to 

deliver much-needed local services.

Ÿ Zoning, and a well-functioning property valuation and 

titling system, which forms the basis of the property tax, 

will facilitate the creation of new borrowing instruments 

in the capital market.






