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WE have seen some tough times in Pakistan. 
Numerous martial laws, two wars, the trauma of 
the war in East Pakistan, severe tensions with 
India, repeated post-nuclear tests sanctions, the 
terror campaigns of various groups, and economic 
crises that seem to keep getting worse provide a 
disturbing yet incomplete list.

Faisal Bari

READ MORE

Let’s Talk Development

CONTENTS OF LAST MONTH’S NEWSLETTER

In Pakistan, policy decisions and public discourse are 

often uniformed by available research. The Consortium 

for Development Policy Research (CDPR) bridges this 

gap by communicating cutting-edge, evidence-based 

research on development issues in Pakistan to an 

audience of policymakers, students, the media and the 

wider public. With support from the International 

Growth Centre (IGC), CDPR disseminates policy briefs, 

hosts events, engages with the media and produces digital 

content to make topics in development research such as

economic growth, energy, education, health and 

governance intelligible to both decision makers & 

the public.

For regular updates regarding CDPR’s policy
and research work please follow us on:
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Roshan Digital Account (Monthly)

Inflation % (Annual)
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Inflation % (Monthly)
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YoY % Change in Prices
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CDPR's and IGC's 'Insights for Change' series attempts 
to take an analytical approach to devising action-
oriented policy solutions. They are authored by 
economists and practitioners who are experts in their 
field. 

MACRODATA
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INSIGHTS FOR
CHANGE

TOWARDS INDUSTRIAL POLICY 2.0 (PART I) 

The author Dr. Ishrat Husain, is a Pakistani economist 
who has previously served as the dean of the Institute of 
Business Administration (IBA). He is also a former 
governor of the State Bank of Pakistan and former 
advisor to the Government of Pakistan.

Recent developments in Western countries have 
reopened the discourse on the need for an Industrial 
Policy. This month's article is first in a two-part series 
which examines whether Pakistan, having gone 
through deindustrialization in the last few decades, can 
benefit from evolving a renewed Industrial Policy of a 
kind different from the earlier policies.

READ MORE

POLICY ANALYSIS
CONSTRUCTING ELECTRICITY AS ENTITLEMENT:
ENERGY POLITICS IN LAHORE, PAKISTAN

Findings from the study suggest that the structure of service delivery is 
perceived as a right and not a commodity in Lahore, which makes it difficult to 
make any reform and may have political repercussions for parties that try to 
introduce them . While individuals report relative satisfaction and high level of 
tolerance for theft and non-payment of bills with LESCO since it operates like 
a state-run bureaucracy and in general is more responsive to consumer 
needs, satisfaction is less among low-income groups who feel the burden of 
high bills and indiscriminate load-shedding.

Lahore, provides a base for the two largest political parties of Pakistan. 
Hence, politics in Lahore is marked by efforts on behalf of both parties to 
demonstrate commitments to service delivery, whether it is through 
roadbuilding, youth programs, or access to electricity and water. In this 
context, this study tries to explore how voters of key constituencies perceive 
and respond to the provision of services such as electricity and how the 
continued provision of subsidized energy determines political support in 
Lahore. Moreover, the study aims to examine whether voters prioritize 
candidates who are pro-reform over those who promise to keep energy 
provision public, despite its shortcomings. Additionally, it examines how 
tolerant is the middle class on theft and non-payment. 

The study is funded by the International Growth Centre (IGC). The Principal 
Investigators are CDPR fellow Dr. Umair Javed (Assistant Professor, Lahore 
University of Management Sciences) and Dr. Erum Haider (Assistant 
Professor, College of Wooster). 

READ MORE

EVENTS
PUNJAB'S AIR POLLUTION: RESEARCH, POLICY, AND PRACTICE

The workshop was divided into two sessions, each of which intended to 
generate a dialogue on the policy challenges and practical solutions that can 
improve the lives of Pakistani citizens vulnerable to the harmful impact of poor 
air quality.  Sanval Nasim (Assistant Professor, Colby College) moderated the 
discussion and Dr. Parvez Hassan (Senior Partner, Hassan and Hassan) 
delivered a keynote speech.

The Consortium for Development Policy Research (CDPR) held a consultative 
workshop to discuss the findings of recent research on air quality in 
collaboration with the International Growth Centre (IGC) and Mahbub ul Haq 
Research Centre (MHRC) on July 20, 2023 at LUMS.

READ MORE

DATA ON AIR QUALITY AND POLLUTION
The first session focused on measuring the 
type and sources of pollutants in Punjab and 
understanding citizens' beliefs about air 
pollution and how it shapes their behaviour. 

The presenters for this session included:

PhD Candidate, University of California, Davis

Omar Masud
CEO, Urban Unit

.

Shotaro Nakamura

Nazish Afraz
Programme Economist, SEED

Mohammad Malick
Lead Survey Wing, IDEAS

SESSION 1

REGULATORY CHALLENGES 
The second session focused on under-
standing local  pol icy and regulatory 
challenges in tackling air pollution and 
identifying new areas for research and policy 
work to support regulator's mitigation and 
adaptation efforts.

Amna Shahab
Director, ECOlogical

The presenters for this session included:

Ahmad Imran Aslam
Environment Specialist, World Bank

SESSION 2

LET'S TALK
DEVELOPMENT

WHY ARE PAKISTANIS LEAVING THE COUNTRY?
The sixth episode of Let's Talk Development dropped on June 20, 2023. 
Recently, we have seen people from across the class spectrum migrate to 
other countries at a level never seen before. Dr. Ali Khan and Mohsin Hamid 
discuss some of the leading causes responsible for driving the crisis of 
international migration in Pakistan, including an intensifying economic crisis 
and political turmoil, surging terrorism, and constant threats of natural 
disasters.

CDPR and IGC's latest podcast series called 'Let's Talk Development' is 
about understanding Pakistan's crucial economic and development 
problems. We engage experts in exploring critical development issues and 
trends in Pakistan. New episodes come out every two weeks.

LISTEN HERE
SpotifyGoogle PlayiOS

FELLOWS' ARTICLES

INJUSTICE KILLS HOPE
RIZWANA, a young teenager and uneducated 
sister of nine siblings, is just one of millions of girls 
born into poor households across Pakistan. While 
the tragedy that is now flashed in the media might, 
fortunately, save whatever is left of Rizwana’ s 
abused and damaged mental and physical being, 
millions of girls born into poor households across 
the country face a similar situation. Unfortunately, 
many of them will not escape nor even be noticed.

Zeba Sathar

INCIDENTS of anti-minority mob violence under 
the pretext of blasphemy allegations have risen 
steadily since the mid-2000s. As per the usual, 
formulaic response, last week’s incident in 
J a ra n w a l a  w a s  fo l l o w e d  b y  a  ra n g e  o f 
condemnations from the civil and military 
leadership and from the mainstream, high-profile 
clerics of all denominations.

Umair Javed

READ MORE

RIZWANA VERSUS THE STATE WHO SET FIRE TO JARANWALA?

The Dark Side of Real Estate: Uncovering its Malevolent
Influence on National Economic Progression
Sher Afghan Asad

The Economic Effects of Inter-sectarian Contact

Faisal Bari
Leadership Matters

Umair Javed
Four Key Trends

Homi Kharas
How the World Consumer Class Will Grow From
4 Billion to 5 Billion People by 2031

Blueprint for Change: Urban Planning in Pakistan

MOU Signing on Climate Change

Events4
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READ MORE

https://cdpr.org.pk/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Towards-Industrial-Policy-2.0-Part-1.pdf
https://www.theigc.org/publications/constructing-electricity-entitlement-energy-politics-lahore-pakistan
https://youtu.be/Vga0mcolc0E?list=PLSWaMl0f8GqswkDe4Bge7uGbboh5NwxNH
https://cdpr.org.pk/podcast-lets-talk-development/why-are-pakistanis-leaving-the-country/
https://podcasts.apple.com/pk/podcast/why-are-pakistanis-leaving-the-country/id1677075683?i=1000617532474
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9tZWRpYS5yc3MuY29tL2xldHN0YWxrZGV2ZWxvcG1lbnQvZmVlZC54bWw/episode/YjdjZGU5YTYtNmMwYi00NDJjLThkZDQtNTE4YzdiMjZiNDUy?sa=X&ved=0CAUQkfYCahcKEwigq6ythM__AhUAAAAAHQAAAAAQFg
https://spotify.link/g5bZhczIiyb
https://www.dawn.com/news/1770783
https://www.dawn.com/news/1770917
https://www.dawn.com/news/1771334
https://www.facebook.com/CDPRPak
https://twitter.com/i/flow/login?redirect_after_login=%2FCDPRPak
https://www.instagram.com/cdprpak/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/consortium-for-development-policy-research/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKkYNykyUZ_l-68qw7JsLVg/featured
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