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4.1 How to deliver economic growth in an uncertain world?

Let’s Talk Development

CONTENTS OF LAST MONTH’S NEWSLETTER

For regular updates regarding CDPR’s
policy and research work please follow us on:

In Pakistan, policy decisions and public discourse are often 
uniformed by available research. The Consortium for 
Development Policy Research (CDPR) bridges this gap by 
communicating cutting-edge, evidence-based research on 
development issues in Pakistan to an audience of 
policymakers, students, the media and the wider public. With 
support from the International  Growth Centre (IGC), CDPR 
disseminates policy briefs, hosts events, engages with the 
media and produces digital content to make topics in 
development research such as economic growth, energy, 
education, health and governance intelligible to both 
decision makers & the public.
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Hadia Majid
The Decision to Work

Umair Javed
AI and Human Learning

Ghazan Jamal
Flawed Deportation Policy
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Balance of Trade (Monthly in Million USD) Quantum Index of Manufacturing
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Source: State Bank of Pakistan, Annual Report Source: State Bank of Pakistan, Foreign Exchange Reserves

Source: State Bank of Pakistan, Annual Report Source: State Bank of Pakistan, Key Statistics on Roshan Digital Account

Source: Pakistan Bureau of Statistics, Monthly Review on Price Indices Source: State Bank of Pakistan, Monthly Average Exchange Rates
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Source: Pakistan Bureau of Statistics, Monthly Review on Price Indices
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Balance of Payments (Monthly in Million USD) Forex Reserves (Month-End Levels in Million USD)
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Inflation % (Monthly)

Monthly Prices MoM% Change in Prices

Source: Pakistan Bureau of Statistics, Monthly Review on Price Indices
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Petrol Super High-Speed Diesel Petrol Super High-Speed Diesel

Petrol Super High-Speed Diesel

CDPR and IGC’s podcast series called ‘Let’s Talk Development’ is about understanding Pakistan’s crucial economic and
development problems. We engage experts in exploring critical development issues and trends in Pakistan.

Number of Accounts Opened Funds Received (Million USD)

YoY % MoM

Exchange Rate (Monthly Average in PKR)

CDPR's and IGC's 'Insights for Change' series attempts to take an 
analytical approach to devising action-oriented policy solutions. 
They are authored by economists and practitioners who are 
experts in their field. 
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The Constitutional Trap: Why Pakistan's
Climate Commitments Fail at the
Federal-Provincial Divide

CDPR's latest Insights for Change article provides an in-depth 
analysis of how Pakistan's climate implementation failures stem 
from a constitutional trap, where federal climate commitments are 
being made for provincial subjects. This climate policy disconnect 
leads to ambitious target setting that lacks capacity and an 
implementation vacuum. 

The article is authored by International Climate Finance Expert, Ali 
Tauqeer Sheikh.

READ MORE

INSIGHTS FOR
CHANGE 

Many inexperienced online freelancers from lower-income 
countries struggle to secure jobs due to limited visibility 
and unknown skills. This IGC's study by Hamna Ahmed, 
Zunia Saif Tirmazee and Ruoxuan Wu finds that offering 
lower initial wages helps attract employers, especially 
when workers receive feedback about their performance, with high 
performers benefiting the most from this strategy.

Cutting Wages to Break in:
How Information Gaps Hold Back
Workers in the Online Gig Economy

POLICY
ANALYSIS

READ MORE

What can history teach us about Pakistan's current economic dilemmas and its future? In this episode, Ayesha Jalal joins Ijaz Nabi to 
reflect on the country's enduring political and economic challenges.The conversation reflects on Jinnah's constitutional vision, the 

fractured nature of Pakistan's federal politics, the recurring cycles of aid inflows during military regimes and the missed 
opportunities for building sustainable growth through trade and taxation.

Revisiting Pakistan's Past to Understand Its Present: Ayesha Jalal in Conversation

DR. IJAZ NABI AYESHA JALALWATCH
iOS

LISTEN HERE

EVENTS
In collaboration with Rizq, Chaudhry Nazar Muhammad Department 
of Economics and the Mahbub ul Haq Research Centre, CDPR  
hosted a collaborative workshop about Pathways to Food Security 
in Pakistan on 7 November at LUMS. Pakistan's frequent food-
related shocks from climate disasters to price spikes and supply 
chain disruptions expose the fragility of our food. 

The workshop explored how Pakistan can build food systems that 
are resilient and sustainable, engaging with the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) – particularly SDG 2 (Zero Hunger), SDG 
12 (Responsible Consumption & Production), and SDG 13 (Climate 
Action) – on responsible production and consumption and climate 
action.

Access, Resilience, and Sustainability:
Pathways to Food Security in Pakistan

WATCH

Glimpse of Our
Export QualityElite Capture Preserving the Past

IJAZ NABI UMAIR JAVED 

RIAZ RIAZUDDIN
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3.1 Cutting Wages to Break in: How Information Gaps Hold Back Workers in the Online Gig Economy

3 Policy Analysis

Revisiting Pakistan's Past to Understand Its Present: Ayesha Jalal in Conversation

4

4.1

Let’s Talk Development

Ijaz Nabi
Elite Capture

Umair Javed
Preserving the Past

Riaz Riazuddin
Glimpse of Our Export Quality

6.1

6.2

6.3

Fellows’ Articles6

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

Trade

Balance of Payments

Prices

Energy

Air Quality

Macrodata1

2 Insights for Change

2.1 The Constitutional Trap: Why Pakistan's Climate Commitments Fail at the Federal-Provincial Divide

Access, Resilience, and Sustainability: Pathways to Food Security in Pakistan
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https://www.cdpr.org.pk/insights-for-change/the-constitutional-trap-why-pakistans-climate-commitments-fail-at-the-federal-provincial-divide/
https://www.theigc.org/publications/cutting-wages-break-how-information-gaps-hold-back-workers-online-gig-economy
https://youtu.be/mbFLNpcdk3I
https://www.cdpr.org.pk/podcast/revisiting-pakistans-past-to-understand-its-present-ayesha-jalal-in-conversation/
https://podcasts.apple.com/pk/podcast/revisiting-pakistans-past-to-understand-its-present/id1677075683?i=1000736049942
https://youtu.be/AQfibJlsrMk
https://www.dawn.com/news/1953268/elite-capture
https://www.dawn.com/news/1954233/preserving-the-past
https://www.dawn.com/news/1954785
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKkYNykyUZ_l-68qw7JsLVg
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https://www.instagram.com/accounts/login/?next=%2Fcdprpak%2F&source=omni_redirect
https://x.com/
https://www.facebook.com/CDPRPak?_rdc=2&_rdr#
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