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This year, CDPR worked on a number of 

projects with a strong focus on the nexus 

between climate change, energy and cities. 

Here are our top two projects for 2025:

PROJECTSRecap

DECEMBER - Year in Review
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INSIGHTS
FOR CHANGERecap
This year, CDPR's Insights for Change 

articles focused on Pakistan's key 

economic challenges, with contributions 

from seasoned economists and policy 

practitioners. Here are our top five picks of 

the year:

USING TRADE POLICY TO ACHIEVE
ENVIRONMENTAL GOALS IN

PAKISTAN

BY FARRUKH IQBAL

EXIT STRATEGY FROM
THE IMF PROGRAMME

BY ISHRAT HUSAIN

THE CONSTITUTIONAL TRAP:
WHY PAKISTAN'S CLIMATE

COMMITMENTS FAIL AT THE
FEDERAL-PROVINCIAL DIVIDE

BY ALI TAUQEER SHEIKH

POWER, POLITICS, AND
PROFITS IN PAKISTAN'S
ELECTRICITY SECTOR
BY TIM DOBERMANN AND

FARAZ HAYAT ET. AL

GREENING PAKISTAN'S
TEXTILE VALUE CHAIN

BY ABRAR CHAUDHURY

LET'S TALK DEVELOPMENTRecap

REVISITING PAKISTAN'S PAST TO UNDERSTAND ITS
PRESENT: AYESHA JALAL IN CONVERSATION

CITIES ON THE BRINK: CLIMATE RISKS
AND URBAN REALITIES IN PAKISTAN

In this episode, Ayesha Jalal joins Ijaz Nabi to 

reflect on the country's enduring political and 

economic challenges.

In this episode, Hina Shaikh and Nausheen 

Anwar discuss the lived realities and politics of 

urban transformation in Pakistan's cities.

WATCHLISTEN HERE WATCHLISTEN HERE

HOW TO DELIVER ECONOMIC GROWTH IN
AN UNCERTAIN WORLD?

In this episode, Dr. Roberta Gatti from World 

Bank and Shahrukh Wani from IGC explore 

some of the most pressing questions shaping 

growth today: the changing role of industrial 

policy, how governments can promote stronger 

business environments and why data and 

evidence are crucial for effective policymaking.

WATCHLISTEN HERE
SRI LANKA'S ECONOMIC RECOVERY:

LESSONS FOR PAKISTAN
THE UNBALANCED SCALE: GENDER,

WORK AND PRODUCTIVITY

In this episode, Dr. Ijaz Nabi and Dr. Shant  

Devarajan discuss Sri Lanka's economic crisis, 

compare it to Pakistan's situation at home, 

and therein explore potential solutions.

In this episode, Farah Said and Uzma Afzal talk 

about the gender dynamics affecting 

productivity and the impact on overall 

productivity levels on marginal communities 

because of the male/female gender ratios.

WATCHLISTEN HERE WATCHLISTEN HERE

This year, CDPR in collaboration 

with the IGC launched the third 

season of our podcast series, 

Let's Talk Development, which 

explores critical development 

issues in Pakistan and globally. 

Here are our top five picks of 

the year

EVENTSRecap
CONFERENCE

2G LM|LIC/PATH2DEV/BREAD CONFERENCE ON
DEVELOPMENT ECONOMICS 2025

The G²LM | LIC / Path2Dev / BREAD Conference on Development 

Economics 2025 was held at LUMS from 11–13 September 2025, 

featuring a rich academic programme alongside policy-

oriented panel discussions. The conference convened leading 

global economists, policymakers, and practitioners to engage 

with some of the most pressing development challenges facing 

the world, with a particular focus on South Asia.

The panel titled “Resilience and Fairness in Tax Systems in the 

Region” brought together Hamid Ateeq Sarwar (Inland Revenue 

Service), Sam Waldock (British High Commission Islamabad), 

Murtaza Jafferjee (Advocatalk, JB Financial), and Ali Cheema 

(LUMS, IGC). The session was moderated by Shahrukh Wani 

(IGC), and opened with remarks by Ijaz Nabi (IGC, CDPR) and 

concluded with reflections from Roberta Gatti (World Bank). The 

discussion reinforced the importance of building tax systems 

that are resilient, efficient, and fair anchored in domestic 

ownership while drawing on global knowledge and 

collaboration.

WATCHVISIT WATCHVISIT

On 7th November 2025, the CNM Department of Economics at 

LUMS, the Mahbub Ul Haq Research Centre at LUMS, the 

Consortium for Development Policy Research (CDPR), and Rizq 

jointly hosted a workshop on the state of food security in 

Pakistan. Against a backdrop of recurring climate, price, and 

supply-chain shocks, the workshop brought together 

researchers, policymakers, and practitioners to assess 

vulnerabilities in Pakistan's food systems and explore pathways 

toward resilience and sustainability. Discussions focused on 

strengthening food systems against climatic and economic 

shocks while promoting responsible production, innovation, and 

long-term environmental stewardship in line with the 

Sustainable Development Goals.

WORKSHOP

ACCESS, RESILIENCE, AND SUSTAINABILITY:
PATHWAYS TO FOOD SECURITY IN PAKISTAN

WATCHVISIT

EXPORT-LED GROWTH AND THE ROLE OF
TARIFF REFORMS

WORKSHOP
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On 22nd May 2025, the Consortium for Development Policy 

Research (CDPR), in collaboration with the International Growth 

Centre (IGC) and the World Bank, hosted a closed-door online 

discussion on export-led growth and the role of tariff reforms. 

The session convened key private sector stakeholders to gather 

insights on the Government of Pakistan's proposed tariff reforms, 

including reductions in import duties and the phased elimination 

of additional customs and regulatory duties. The discussion 

examined the implications of these reforms for competitiveness, 

exports, and sectoral performance across the economy.

WORKSHOP

AGENDA SETTING FOR CITIES AND CLIMATE
CHANGE – LAHORE AND KARACHI

WATCHVISIT

The Consortium for Development Policy Research (CDPR) and 

the International Growth Centre (IGC), in collaboration with the 

World Bank and the Urban Unit, Government of Punjab, 

convened two closed-door workshops on agenda setting for 

cities and climate change. The first workshop was held in 

Karachi on 25th February 2025, in partnership with the Institute of 

Business Administration (IBA), followed by a second workshop in 

Lahore on 29th April 2025.

The workshops focused on the escalating climate challenges 

confronting Pakistan's cities—including heat stress and urban 

heat islands, air pollution, and flooding—and explored the 

intersection of urban development and climate risk. Discussions 

centred on identifying spatial vulnerabilities, strengthening 

data-driven urban planning, addressing governance 

challenges, and examining innovative financing mechanisms to 

support resilient and sustainable urban development.

LAHORE POLICY EXCHANGERecap
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4.1 Revisiting Pakistan's Past to Understand Its Present:
Ayesha Jalal in Conversatio

Let’s Talk Development

CONTENTS OF LAST MONTH’S NEWSLETTER

For regular updates regarding CDPR’s
policy and research work please follow us on:

In Pakistan, policy decisions and public discourse 
are often uniformed by available research. The 
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